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Whatever the new Govern-
ment does or does not, one

thing it has certainly -done. It
has awakened the slumbermg
nation! The present Govern-
ment top might be at a disad-
vantage because of this awaken-
ing, but then it must put up

with it as the price of its vic-
tory. ‘ .

The masses must have all
they have been promised, €0

they are getting everything, and
if you and I suffer in the pro-
cess.. it.is all in g good cause.

8o the long awaited education
policy has been meking - news,
People running educational ins-
titutions and parents are in &
dithér, What now? How come
they are taking active part!
They are actually thinking of
effects,

For all these years the parent
i did not raise his or her voice.
Repeated requests to parents
to take part in discussions and
voicing their opinion 'were met
with no response. When the Go-
| vernment announced a couple
of years back to have six-day
school week, not a single parent
raised any objection, though the
parents of children going to
good responsible educational in-
stitutes knew that their child
was receiving adequate  atten-

5| tion in 5 five-day week, and-the

parents who thought their chil-
dren’s schools were no good
shoulg have known that quality
of education cannot improve by
the addition of one more day.

A staff who was not puttmg
its best nto teaching because of
clrewmstances or lack of facilit-
ies or whatever goes into mak-
ing a sub-standard educational
institute, can hardly improve if
the one day in the week which
they could devote to their do-
mestic, community and social
, duties too had to be' sacrificed.
Bvery right thinking citizen
would like to see universal edu-
cation, Each one of us would
like to see free educa,tmn to the
needy, Bub not an education

"which provides one with a

" they are .intevested

" our recreation sites,

THE SLUMBERING

de-
gree, not an enlightened mind.

Why should the quality of the
gtudent be plamed to his tea~
cher. The, quality of & person
depends far more on his home
environment. The parents lke
to shift the entire responsibility
of the moulding of the personal-
ity of the student on to the tea-
cher. ‘

PERSONAL EXAMPLE
qhe parents thus first shirk

their responsﬁbility. By example
the parents first set the values.

Codes of behaviour, morals, all
of which are not . conveyed by
sermon to one’s children and

the - young, They, are communi-
cated by personal example and
behaviour. . .

I the parents -give up  time

from their activities, to sincerely -

convey to their offsprings that
in them,
their ideams, their ideoiogies,
their activities, if the parenlts do-
not say we love you, but prove
this love, then we would not
have the kind of incidents ‘on
like the
Hawkes Bay incident.

Nobody is absolving the tea-
cher of his or her responsibility,
put the fact remsins the home

enviornment has much to do.

with the moulding ¢f the indivi-
duzl. Have the parents whose
children are exposed to the
mass of imported ideas ever
peén to the night clubs usually
popular with the young smart
‘set..? They would be shocked
to see youngrste"s in their teens,
in dark, smoke filleq rooms dan-
cing cheek to cheek, from “head
to foot. Sitting and smouching
in darker corners in the com-
pany of other youngsters, The
girls dressed in mini blouses ex-
posing bare backs..

. One wonders if the parents of
such children knowingly . allow
their children to frequent these
places or are not aware: of how,
when or where their children
are spending Saturdey nights

in the early hours of the moOr-
ning. .
“The s’nudents who take over

without adequate reason, educa-

tional institutions, students who
drive around aimlessly in  Iast
cars, with time to kill.. whistl-
ing at girls, passing remarks, at
them without provecation,
youngsters who nit and  run,
knowing full well their monhey
can save them from tricky situ-
ations, who is to blame for
them?

MILITARY TRAINING

With more cooks, bearers and
farnily, they must do something
to pass time, Best favour you
can.do forthem is one year's
compulsory  railitary training.
and a year's National Service
Corps. -That . would ~ certainly
give them 2 sense:cf direction
and participation. Basically the
kids are all good, they are ready
to work, to do something useful,
but cannct create the uppomw
ities.

All right! So you thmk men-
tioning this is useless; after all

" these are not our majority, Why

talk of a small percentage of
our people. So then why talk of

~the education policy, for it :may

adversely affect a small percent-

age.too, After all the majority

go to those educational institu-
tions which dre called private..
put which do not eater to the
elite but in which . more than
fitty per.cent are only money
making  institutions,

name &t the cost of the tee}cher
“and parent.

The education policy, like the
others, will benefit our large
majority. Students, ‘and
chers alike. When one thinks of

the inadequate checks, - sub-
standard education, lack of
funds given in time to be of

proper usared tape recommend-
ations for teaching posts to be
given to wromg personnel re-
commendations - coming  fromi
the inspectrrs and their cate-
gory, one =N1,€Wers to think how

. the institutions ang their £COono-

" count on your finger tips which

" common sense, how will the Go-

‘mendations,

without
giving any education worth the-

tea~

NATlON

the Government will handle all’

mic burdens,

In Karachi there are only, 9 |
Government colleges as against
40 private colleges. (From -which |
you take off the few you can

are inissionary or non-profit, or
eatering to the elite) And if the
Government run  colleges still
cannot pay their teachers salary
in time, if there iz & long drawn
out procedure to take & single
decision, that too- invalvihg only

vernment manage?

out of 700 peopie attending
the Education Conference, two
people made sny @ ttempts o
give concrete mentorandums,
One -gentleman from Lahore
and Anita Gulamali. Therefors, I
decided to ask Anita how she
thought or knew ihe-&overn- I
ment was going about nationsd<’|]
isation of schools. ' '

Firstly, she said, the Govern-
ment is ready to receive recom-
suggestions  and
ideas on the education  policy
and is ready to modify policy,
if necessary.

. Becondly, she thinks, besides
increasing the quota for educa-
tion the Government will. en-
sure the proper utilisation of
the existing funds, which werd
not. being properly utilised, The
wastage, if checked, will = pro-
vide a big sum, There are fungs
for books, laboratories; furni-
ture, and funds- pertaining to
_ﬂcholarships which have been
"ost due to bad management
ang defaul, )

Of course, she sees and - has
pointed out the locpholes in'the |
policy, She has warned the -
Government. on issues that will
“ arise in the implementation  of
policies. Of course she foresees
a downward trend in educa‘cion
pefore it can rise again. But
she believes firmly that nothing
. short of the steps taken by the
Covernment st present  would
have lasting effects, and fuifil
the promise to the navion.




